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Note: Bill 171, the Spousal Relationships Statute Law Amendment Act, 2005 (S.O. 2005, c. 5) and
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reference to “same-sex partner” from the PBA and the Regulation as of June 13, 2005. This policy
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effective date.
A plan member asks: What is the purpose of the "joint and survivor" provision? Can it be
waived?
The purpose of this provision is to ensure there is continuing pension income for a surviving spouse
when the pensioner dies. The widow or widower must receive an amount not less than 60% of the
monthly pension payable prior to the pensioner's death. If the marriage breaks down, the joint and
survivor protection can be waived by filing a court order or a domestic contract. In addition, a
spouse can give up his or her joint and survivor rights at the time of the member's retirement by
signing a waiver form. Both spouses must sign the form and be fully informed of what rights are
being waived.
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